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FOREWORD 


The Masonic Libraries and Museums of the Nation are the treasure houses of 
the Ancient Craft. Herein are the old books, medals, documents, aprons, manuscripts, 
jewels, pictures and certificates—the classification may be extended almost indefinitely 
—which are modem Freemasonry’s visual ties with an historic past. 

In 1953 this Association published “The Masonic Treasures of Pennsylvania” in 
which was set forth a few of the priceless exhibits in that extraordinary collection. 

Here is a similar document of the treasures in “The House of the Temple — 
magnificient home of the Supreme Council, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 
Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction. It is made possible by the whole-hearted and 
sympathetic cooperation of Ray Baker Harris, Librarian, by whose careful work, great 
knowledge and cordially given help, these pictures and text are made possible. 

Comparatively few brethren can visit the great Masonic libraries and museums; 
Pennsylvania, New York, Boston, Cedar Rapids, Washington, D. C. It is in the 
hope of inspiring some of those who have not yet visited such institutions that these 
documents of the Masonic treasures of the United States are published. 

i 

v 

It is the Associations hope to issue similiar compilations of other important and 
historic collections in the future. 

r 

V 

Now the Association salutes Brother Harris and confidently expects all who honor 
this document with their attention to join in praise of one whose “good work, true 
work, square work” is here made manifest. 

CARL H. CLAUDY. 
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HOUSE OF THE TEMPLE’ 




















HOUSE OF THE TEMPLE 


The Library of the Supreme Council occupies portions on three floors of this 
building, designed by John Russell Pope who was also architect of the National Gal¬ 
lery of Art (Mellon Gallery) and many other monumental structures. 

Architecturally the House of the Temple is an adaptation of the Temple 
of Halicarnassus in Asia Minor, known as one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World.’’ 

Located at the corner of Sixteenth and S Streets, Northwest, in the Nation s 
capital, it has been the home of the Mother Supreme Council of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite since the building was completed and dedicated in 1915. 

In accordance with the wishes of Albert Pike, the library, since 1888, has been 
operated as a free library, open every week day to the general public. It was the 
first such free public library in the city of Washington. 

The Masonic collection occupies about one third of the library. That third 
constitutes one of the most complete libraries on Freemasonry anywhere in the 
world. The remaining two thirds of the library consists principally of collections 
on History, Biography, Philosophy and Religion, with a very large and up-to-date 
General Reference Collection. The Museum exhibits are entirely Masonic and rep¬ 
resent all branches of Freemasonry. 

The general public is welcome, and two guides are on duty each week day to 
show visitors through the building. 
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VIEW OF THE LIBRARY READING ROOM 

Tho roaming room, looking toward the entrance doorway; on either side philosophers for material which he incorporated in the degrees of the 
oF llic entrance are four marble busts, on marble pedestals, of Cicero, Horner, Scott is li Rite. . . . , . , L . .. . . 

I*lnt o titi<| Pythagoras. Albert Pike drew extensivelv from the work of these Hie doorway at tlie right leads into the library stack gallery and the 

assistant librarian s oilice. 
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THE ALBERT PIKE ROOM 

This room contains books, manuscripts, photographs personal belongings 
and mementoes associated with Albert Pike. The collection includes 30 
albums of original letters written by him, arranged chronologically; innum¬ 
erable manuscripts of his translations and commentaries from ancient 
Hebrew and the Sanskrit; his essays, legal briefs, and manuscripts of such 
unpublished works as The History of Freemasonry in France , Maxims of 
the Roman Law , and various historical and military commentaries. Beside 
a complete collection of his published writings, are a large number of 
volumes by others mentioning him or relating to his life and work. 

In the center of the room is a plaster model of the bronze life-size statute 
of Albert Pike which stands in a park triangle across from the new 
Municipal Building, Washington, D. C. 

On exhibit also is his famous collection of pipes, including the ‘"Peace 
Pipes” presented to him by the Choctaw Indians with which tribe he con¬ 
cluded the treaty of peace 1 on behalf of the United States Government. 

Ilis desk, chairs, and many other personal effects are on exhibit in this 
room. 
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ELLIOTT PORTRAIT OF ALBERT PIKE 

Charles Loring Elliott, one of the most distinguished of American portrait 
painters during the first half of the 19th century, did portraits of many of the 
noted men of nis time. He is said to have painted more than 700 portraits, 
although less than 150 are known to have survived. The greater part of 
these are in such art collections as those of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Frick Art Gallery, the Brooklyn Museum, the Corcoran Gallery of Art 
and others. 

Elliott’s portrait of Albert Pike was first exhibited at The Academy of 
Design in New York in 1844, so that it was painted when Pike was 35 
years of age or younger, and while his hair was still dark. It was described 
by critics as an exceptionally fine example of the artist’s work. 

In a document in Albert Pike’s handwriting, duly attested, he bequeathed 
this Elliott portrait to the Supreme Council ‘ to remain all time in its House 
of the Temple” and it now hangs in the Pike Room. 

Although no record has been discovered that Elliott was a Mason, in 
addition to Albert Pike he painted portraits of the following men all of 
whom were members of the Craft: lames Topham Brady, celebrated New 
York lawyer; Dr. Thomas Chalmers, eminent Scotch theologian; Colonel 
Samuel Colt, inventor and manufacturer; William Wilson Corcoran; lohn 
Charles Fremont, U. S. Senator from California; Fitz-Greene Halleck, poet; 
DeWitt Clinton; George P. Morris, poet and journalist; Horatio Seymour, 
Governor of New York; and Fernando Wood, Mayor of New York. 

13 
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BUST OF ALBERT PIKE 


An heroic size bust of Albert Pike, in bronze, stands 
on a marble pedestal just to the left of the hallway 
entrance to the Library. 

The sculptor. Brother U. S. J. Dunbar, having known 
General Pike personally, and having made a plaster mask 
of his features after his death, was able to give a truer 
expression to his countenance than anyone else might 
have achieved. Although the Supreme Council appro¬ 


priated more than $5,000 for this work, Brother Dunbar 
refused any compensation for his work. In the opinion 
of noted critics, it is a splendid work of art and true to 
life. 

The marble pedestal was personally designed by John 
Russell Pope, famed architect, who likewise declined 
compensation for this work. 
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GRAND COMMANDER’S COLLAR AND OFFICIAL JEWEL 

The 33° Collar and the Official Grand Commander's There is no Apron of the 33° used in the Southern 

Jewel worn by Albert Pike during his long tenure of Jurisdiction, 

that office from 1859 to 1891. 
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PIKE FAMILY BIBLE 

Kept by Albert Pike, and containing the record of 
his family. The exhibit is unique in the borders of the 
pages. Pike’s handwriting, and the 1848 edition of the 
Great Light, with its quaint illustration as a frontispiece. 
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ROBERT BURNS’ SNUFF BOX 


An authenticated silver snuff box owned and carried 
by Robert Burns during the latter years of his lifetime 
is one of the many valuable items in the Robert Burras 
Collection in the Library of the Supreme Council. 

An entire room occupying one side of the building on 
the ground floor is devoted to Robert Burns, once Free¬ 
masonry's Poet Laureate and a Past Master of the Craft. 
The room houses the unrivaled collection of books by 
and about Burns, assembled by the late Brother William 


R. Smith, 32°, a Scotsman who was for many years 
director of the Botanical Gardens in the Capital. At 
Brother Smith’s death, Andrew Carnegie, as Trustee, 
presented the collection to the House of the Temple. A 
librarian from the Public Library of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
came to Washington to catalog the collection and pro¬ 
nounced it one of the finest and most complete anywhere. 
It embraces some five thousand items. 
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OLD ENGRAVED POWDER HORNS 


TWO exceptionally fine examples of engraved powder 
Korns, witK emblems of Masonic design, from the 18th 

century. 

The powder horn to the right belonged to Robert 
Yates, Revolutionary soldier and first Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of New York. It bears his name and 
the year 1772. In addition to the Masonic emblems, the 
horn is embellished with a finely etched pictorial map 
of the section of New York State in which he lived. 

The other powder horn, bearing no name, but with 
the words “Holiness to the Lord” and covered with 
varied Masonic emblems, was found in an old house in 
Kentucky. 


In the 18th and early 19th centuries, the musket, ball, 
and powder horn were mens constant companions, al- ^ 
ways kept close at hand. They could mean the diiier- 
ence between life and death in the dangerous life of the 
frontiers, in attack by hostile Indians or by French and 
British troops. In leisure moments men vied with each 
other in decorating them with engraved designs, cut 
by hand with any available sharp instrument, the 
results varying with the owner's talent. 

These are fine examples, displaying their owners 
Masonic interest, and comparable to those in notable 
museum collections. 
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LIMOGES MINIATURE 


This portrait of a Fellowcraft is a fine example of the 
Limoges (France) art of portraiture by enamel. The 
rocesses used in producing this art enamelware and the 
elicate coloring were of a secret nature and could not 
be duplicated today. Consequently, surviving specimens 
have an ususually high value. The antiquated apron 
and the reversed Square and Compasses date this minia¬ 
ture in color probably in the 18th century. The repro¬ 
duction is twice the size of the original. 


Probably the earliest European painter in enamel was 
Nardon Penicaud, a French artist of the 16th century. 
He had many followers, the most distinguished of whom 
was Leonard Limosin of Limoges, France, a city noted 
for its fine porcelain and enamels. Limosin excelled in 
portraiture and many of his works of art are to be 
found in art collections and museums. This miniature 
is representative of the school of work which Limosin 
established at Limoges. 
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RARE WASHINGTON MEDAL 


This medal shows a bust of Washington in uniform, 
with the legend “G. WASHINGTON PRESIDENT 
1797.” Reverse, on a mosaic pavement are two pillars 
surmounted by globes; over the one on the right is the 
sun, and over the other the moon and stars. At the top 
is the radiant All-Seeing Eye above the letter G, below 
which are the Square and Compasses and three burning 
tapers; on the right of the pillars a level and an open 
book, and on the left a plumb and gavel. A trowel lies 
on the pavement. Legend: “AMOR, HONOR, ET 
TUSTITA-G. W. G. G. M ” A Cabletow surrounds 
both obverse and reverse. 

G. W. G. G. M. is taken to mean George Washington, 
General Grand Master. The first Masonic activity to 
establish a General Grand Lodge seems to have emanated 
with military' lodges in the Army, with a petition being 
offered in American Union Lodge, Morristown, New 


lersey, December 27, 1779 urging that measures be 
taken to that end. A convention was called to meet in 
Morristown the following February- Meanwhile, in 
January 1780, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania held an 
emergent meeting and, anticipating the proposed action 
of the convention, voted to elect George Washington as 
Grand Master of the Lfrrited States. Nothing appears to 
have resulted from the action of either body, and although 
the proposal for a General Grand Lodge was revived at 
frequent intervals thereafter it met with increasing op¬ 
position. 

According to William T. R. Marvin, Medals of the 
Masonic Fraternity , Boston, 1880, p. 109, this particular 
medal was of English origin. Apparently it was issued 
in anticipation that George Washington would accept 
the office of General Grand Master, a suggestion he 
firmly declined. 


20 









OLD APRON 


The Library of the Supreme Council has a very large 
collection of Masonic aprons of various styles and periods. 

The photograph shows a finely preserved apron worn 
in a lodge 150 years or more ago, handpainted on silk. 
Its age is further indicated by inclusion of the Royal 


Arch Chapter emblem on the flap, in addition to the 
familiar lodge emblems. In the late 18th century the 
Royal Arch Degree was conferred by and in many 
symbolic lodges. 
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WHITE HOUSE STONE PRESENTED TO THE SUPREME COUNCIL 

At the opening of the biennial general session of the 
Supreme Council on October 19, 1953, Commissioner of 
the District of Columbia Renah F. Camalier 33°, P.G.M., 
presented on behalf of former President, Harry S. Tru¬ 
man, 33°, P.G.M., and the Grand Lodge of the District of 
Columbia, one of the stones bearing a Mason’s Mark, 
tnl-on from The White House during its recent renova¬ 
tion. 

As was frequently reported in the press, President 
Truman took great personal interest in every detail con¬ 
nected with what was virtually the rebuilding of the his¬ 
toric mansion. In following the progress of the work, he 
was quick to discover that a number of stones removed 

from the original foundation each hore a Mason s Mark, 

the result of a common practice among workmen in the 
18th century and earlier. At Mr. Truman’s direction 
these stones were set apart from the others. A number of 
them were subsequently arranged in the wall above a 
large fireplace in one of the ground floor rooms of the 
White House. 

President Truman then discussed the disposition of the 
remaining stones with Commissioner Camalier, who was 
then Grand Master of Masons of the District of Columbia, 
and the plan was evolved whereby one stone would be 
presented to each Grand Lodge in the United States and 
to a few other appropriate Masonic depositories. The 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, as the highest 
Masonic authority in the nation’s Capital, was asked to 
accept these stones and to carry out the plan of this 
generous gift. All United States Grand Lodges have been 


presented with one of these stones together with a per¬ 
sonal letter from President Truman, signed at The White 
House November 22, 1952. 

The cornerstone of The White House, then known as 
The President’s House, was laid on October 13, 1792. 
The ceremony was conducted by the nearest Masonic 
lodge and a full account of the occasion was published 
on the Gity Gazette, Charleston, South Carolina, Novem¬ 
ber 15, 1792, Charleston being the home of the mansion’s 
architect, Brother Tames Hoban. A year later, Hoban 
became Worshipful Master of the first Masonic lodge 
chartered (by Maryland) in the new capital city; and it 
is well established that many members of the Fraternity 
were actual workmen during the construction of “The 
President’s House” and the Capitol. 

The “marks” which these workmen placed upon stones 
followed to a large extent the patterns of “marks” used by 
different Guilds in England and Scotland in the 18th 
century and earlier. These “marks” were usually very 
simple in character, and variations were designed to indi¬ 
cate a particular skill or combination of skills: stone 
masons, bricklayers, woodcarvers, etc. Consequently 
many of these Masons’ Marks are not identical or even 
similar to the ones most familiar to us in present day 
Masonry'. However, their definite Masonic character and 
association are incontrovertible. 

The photograph shows the stone as displayed in the 
Supreme Council Library, with a closeup of the “mark.” 
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LONDON AND PHILADELPHIA FIRST EDITIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION 

OF THE FREE-MASONS 


The Library possesses copies of the first edition of 
The Constitutions of the Free-M(isons, London, 1723, 
and of the reprint by Benjamin Franklin at his press 
in Philadelphia, 1734, the latter being the first Masonic 
book to be published in America. 

The Benjamin Franklin reprint is one of only four 
known copies complete and in the original binding. 
There are some thirteen other known copies, varying in 


completeness and condition, making seventeen known 
copies in all, located in libraries, museums and private 
collections. 

The Franklin reprint is one of the rarest and conse¬ 
quently the most prized Masonic book of America, much 
more so than the first London edition. 

The engraved portrait of Benjamin Franklin is laid in 
for exhibit purposes, and is not a part of the volume. 
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THE BOYDEN MANUSCRIPT ROLL 
OF OLD CHARGES 

(Circa 1700) 

The Boyden Manuscript Roll, so-called because it was 
first identified by the late Brother William L. Boyden 33° 
and acquired by him in 1925 for the Library of the 
Supreme Council, is 9 feet long, composed of six skins. 
The first skin has a sixpence stamp affixed at the top, 
and the fourth a similar stamp at the bottom. It con¬ 
sists of 266 lines of writing. 

This manuscript roll of Old Charges was discovered 
in Yorkshire, England. Manuscript experts in The British 
Museum fixed its date as aproximately 1700, based on 
internal evidence and the character of the revenue 
stamp. 

These old manuscript Charges are very rare, and this 
specimen is in a particularly fine state of preservation. 
There are only three others known to be in this country. 
This reproduction shows two sections of the first skin. 
The legend to the left of the first revenue stamp 
reads as follows: ^ 

“Sable on a shevron. Or, betwixt 3 castles, Ar. A 
paire of compasses extended of ye field.” 

(The Or is the abbreviation for Gold; the At for Silver) 
The text, as shown in the reproduction, is the begin¬ 
ning of these Old Charges and reads as follows: 

‘The Might of the Father of Heaven with ye wis¬ 
dom of his blessed Son & the goodness of ye Holy 
Goast be with us at our beginning & send us Good 
life here liveing, yt we may come to his blessed king- 
dome yt never shall have ending. Amen. 

“Good brethren & fellows our purpose is to tell you 
how this worthy syence of Masonry was first 
begun . . 

(The New Age, February 1926, gives the full text of 
this roll and description.) 
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DE WITT CLINTON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 


De Witt Clinton was Governor of New York, Mayor 
of New York City, Master of Holland Lodge, 1793, 
Grand Master of Masons, New York, 1806-1819. 


Granting authority to Joel R. Poinsett to establish 
Royal Arch Chapters in Mexico, dated December 10, 

1825. 
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ONE OF THE LIBRARY’S 
RAREST BOOKS 

Tliis is a reproduction of a steel 
engraving from one of the most val¬ 
uable books in the Library of the 
Supreme Council. It is the cover of 
a pamphlet list of old English 
Masonic lodges (1725) and their 
meeting nights. The text under the 
coat of arms reads as follows: A 

'The Most High, Puissant, and 
Noble Prince, Charles Lenox, Duke 
of Richmond and Lenox, Earl of 
March and Damley, Baron of Set- 
terington, Methuin and Torbolton, 

Knt of ye most Honourable Order 
of ye Bath. GRAND MASTER. 

A. D. 1725. A. L. 5725” 

This and other lists of English 
Masonic lodges are bound together 
with an old English pamphlet by 
Samuel Prichard bearing the title 
Masonry Dissected: Being an Uni¬ 
versal and Genuine Description of All 
its Branches , from the Original to the * 

Present Time . . ., London, 1730. 

Bound in red velvet there are sev¬ 
eral blank pages on one of which 
the following was written by Albert 
Pike:^ 

"This copy of Prichard’s Masonry 
Dissected with the accompanying 
List of Lodges , 1725, was obtained 
by me about 1857 ... I think the 
book was bought for me at the 
sale of Astier’s Library in Paris. 

The leaves of the List were after¬ 
wards cut out, to be photolitho- 
graphed, and then replaced as they 
now are. This that follows here is 
the original; and it is the only 
known copy in the world. It is, of 
course, of very considerable value. 

I gave it, in 1882, to the Supreme 
Council for the Southern Jurisdic¬ 
tion of the United States. 

Albert Pike, 33° 

12 August, 1890” 
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A LIST OF REGULAR LODGES 
ACCORDING TO THEIR SENIORITY 
& CONSTITUTION . . . (Holbourn, 1765) 


According to the late William L. Boyden 33° this, in 
the Library of the Supreme Council, is the only known 
copy of the 1765 edition. 
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PAUL REVERE CERTIFICATE 


This original certificate was designed by Paul Revere 
and signed by him as Junior Warden of Rising States 
Lodge, Boston, dated December 6, 1794. 

Rising States Lodge was established as the result of 
a division within the ranks of the old Lodge of St. 
Andrew over the auestion of recognizing the sovereignty 
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. When a slight 
majority voted to continue working from their charter 
under the Grand Lodge of Scotland, the minority, under 
leadership of Past Master Paul Revere, withdrew and 
formed a new lodge of the same name under charter from 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. Two years later, to 
avoid confusion in identity, they changed the name to 
Rising States Lodge. 

This particular certificate was issued to Brother John 


Howland, prominent Revolutionary War patriot, and 
certifies to his receiving the second degree of Masonry. 

Except that the design is reversed, this certificate is 
almost identical with an earlier one much larger in size. 
The smaller certificate was first issued bearing an 
imprint line in the bottom right margin: “Printed ik Sold 
opposite Liberty Stump, Boston.” About 1790 Paul 
Revere issued the same engraving but with the Liberty 
Stump imprint omitted, of which this 1794 certificate 
is a specimen. It is in a fine state of preservation with 
the ribbon and lodge seal intact. The ribbon and seal 
when unfolded extend the length of the left side of the 
certificate which probably explains why John Howland 
affixed his signature along the right margin. 
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An exhibit of books, documents, pictures and mementoes related to Free- his 33° ring, removed from his finger after his death, is also in this exhibit, 

masonry in Hawaii, assembled for the most part by the late Walter R. Also shown are the Kings sword and jewel of the 33®; and a Scottish Rite 

Coombs 33°, Deputy of the Supreme Council in Hawaii. Ladies Patent issued May 4, 1887, to Queen Liliuokalani and signed by 

Shown in this reproduction is a portrait of King Kalakaua framed with Albert Pike, 

a letter he wrote to Albert Pike in 1884. The King was a 33° Mason; and 
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Cut in marble above the first 


landing on the main stairway leading 


to the Council Chamber. 
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